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War Office,
26tk September, 1916.

His Majesty the KING has been graciously
pleased to award the Victoria Cross to the
undermentioned Officers, Non-commissioned

Officers and Men : —

Rev. William Robert Fountaine Addison,
temp. Chapl. to the Forces, 4th Class, Army
Chapl. Dept.

For most conspicuous bravery. He car-
ried a wounded man to the cover of a trench,
and assisted several others to the same cover,
after binding up their wounds under heavy
rifle and machine gun fire.

In addition to these unaided efforts, by his
splendid example and utter disregard of
personal danger, he encouraged the stretcher-
bearers to go forward under heavy fire and
collect the wounded.

2nd Lt. Edward Felix Baxter, late I’pool R.

For most conspicuous bravery. Prior to
a raid on the hostile line he was engaged
during two nights in cutting wire close to the
enemy’s trenches. The enemy could .be

. heard on the other side of the parapet.

Second Lieutenant Baxter, while assisting
in the wire cutting, held a bomb in his hand
‘with the pin withdrawn ready to throw. On
ore occasion the bomb slipped and fell to

the ground, but he instantly picked it up,
unscrewed the base plug, and took out the
detonator, which he smothered in the
ground, thereby preventing the alarm being
given, and undoubtedly saving mauny casual-
ties. Later, he led the left storming party
with the greatest gallantry, and was the first
man into the trench, shooting the sentry with
his revolver. He then assisted to bomb dug-
outs, and finally climbed out of the trench
and assisted the last man over the parapet.

After this he was not seen again, though
search parties went out at once to look for
him. There seems no doubt that he lost his
life in his great devotion to duty.

Temp. Capt. Eric Norman Frankland Bell,

late R. Innis. Fus.

For most conspicuous bravery. He was in
command of a Trench Mortar Battery, and
advanced with the infantry in the attack.
When our front line was hung up by enfi-
lading machine gun fire Captain Bell crept
forward and shot the machine gunner.

Later, on no less than three occasions,
when our bombing parties, which were clear-
ing the enemy’s trenches, were unable to
advance, he went forward alone and threw
Trench Mortar bombs among the enemy.
When he had no more bombs available he
stood on the parapet, under intense fire, and



