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12/11/183

4%h November, 1927.

i e Hs A, ‘ G’T:b}( ’
.-I:,rahlm;,
vestern Austiralia.

the Board of Ahnagement of the Australian Var
Hemorial would hﬁeqtly appreciate the favour of an lirly
reply 0 this office letter of the 11lth August relativ
t0 the war records of ydur gallant brother, the lﬂuﬂ
Jieut. A. E., Gaby, V.C.

iours fe ﬁ&lfllll}f,
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'Jf.rli Jirector.
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detter oL the 1. August, relative to the war records of
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aithfully
die U el -’1%+E=} .-"{;
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12/11/183

29 Hl? 192?l

RK.W, Gﬂh?, LEQ*:
Nabagunsa,
Tagmenia,

vear Lir,

ihe Ausiraliesn Wer demoriel Husesum, conteining as it doed
the writien records, the pictures, and the relics of Australia's
forces which served in the Great War, has, as you are probably
awsre, been established by Act of Farliement of the Commonwealth
88 Lhe nationa] memorial to those who fell or diled in this
country's service during that struggle, A certein portion of
these records, comprizing plctures, official photogrephs, models,
end relics, hege been e*hibited in ¥elbourme and oydney ior the
last five years, but the whole will lster be brought together and

permanently housed at Lanberrs in & monumental bullding, plans
for which are now belng determined,

in the library of the "Ver EHuseum” there sare preserved the
written records - that is to say, the wer-diasries of the holoFo as
they were written up from dey to day in the fleld, the signal |
messages written in battle, the correspondence files, meps, aire
pnotographs, nevel records, snd other officie] documents, as well
&8s coplies of most books or publications of both sides which touch
Or have & direct beering on the work of the Austrelian forces,
newspaper ililes for the years 1914-1918, and & number of private
diaries and letters - all of which are now being used by the
officie] historiens, and will through the coming centuries be the

main source of information for students snd for those ¥riting of
Australisa's wer-effort,

Many living officers and men have géven thelr private
¥er-records into the custody of the Eemorisl library, sand the
colleetion is still growing week by week, But in respect of the
records of toose who died, it is not surficliently representative;
and, &s these are the men and wamen to whom the "ar Kemorial 1s
dedicated and whose great service it will for aill time commemorate,
it is especlially Fitting that every effort should be mede to
collect and worthily preserve tneir papers and letters, The
Austrelien seldier and sailer frequently recorded in nis diary or
in nls home-letiers indicetions of the thoughts, nopes, and fears ‘
Which were then uprermost in his mind, and descriptions of his own
and others' work and actions. These papers are often the most
valuable numen documents, bearing evidence of supreme effort and
éndurence in circumstances of which, unfortunately, there is in
meny caseés nowadays prectically no other évisting record, it is
epparent, from the letters and disries which have already come
into the keeping of the war Memorial iibrary, thet in méany homes

lhere must erist numerous letiers and other papers wnich %would
lorm data of importance end value,

_ ...4% hag therefore been decided to esk the relatives of
E0om® of those who gave their lives if they would kindly sgzree to
present to the kar Memoriasl 1library now, or bequeath to it later,

any such documents in their possession. For this reason I em

¥riting Lo inquire #Weetixer you can see ur way to
the Memorisl the letters received from . 3 eoniriiute te

your gelleant brother, the
late Alfred Edwerd Gaby, V.C., during the whole of hlg serit .
With the A,1.F,, or any othner relevant papers, diaries , meps,
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K.k, Geby, Esq. <e

paotographs, ete, it 1is of course recognized that these document.
are very precious to you, being in the nature of cherished heirloom.
w¥nich, if kept in your famlly, cesnnot fail to inspire future gener-
ations of Australians with & spirit of devotion and S@lf-gacrifice
énd a determination sleo to serve their couniry well, On the other
hand it may perhaps be ressonably held that, if included in a
library such &8s the one being formed by the Australisn 'ar semorial,
they will be of even greater value to Australis as a ®hole, and, in
the long run, more tenderly and carefully preserved,

Yn the osse of letters it is slso realized that they must
countain much of & privete and famlly nature. The documéents in the
¢er MemoYxisl librery, nokevey, include many confldsntial State
pepers, a&nd are well guarded, and only to be inspected by historians
on conditions strictly laid down, The confidence imposed by these
conditions has never been snd is never likely to be broken,

i1 you decide thst you are unable to part with these pri-
vate records, st least for tne present, might I suggest that you
®ill be good enough to sllow the Her Hemorisl library to copy or
to wake evtrscts from them? in that cese all cere will be taken of
them, and Lthey shall be returned to you elither sepsrately or togethe-
€r, 68 you Wigh, as soon &3 the work of Copying has been completed,

in acdition, you may know of interesting letters written
Oy your brother to others of his relations or friends, and possibly’
8till preserved, which might sultably find a place in the War
Wemorisl collection. The %ar wemorial Board would be grateful if
you Would assist it by sénding to meé the naxes and addresses of any

friends who would be likely to present such letters.

Yours faithfully,

Pirector,
Austirallen Far Memorial,

Letter sent in respect of Lieutenant A.E. Gaby, V.C., 28th settalion,
Ael.Fe, Wno on 11 August 1918 was killed in action east of Framerville,
near Amiens., Other biographical details concerning him are: farmer;
of Scottsdale, Tasmenia; born Springfield, Scottsdale; educated st

Jetsonville and Scottsdale state schools, Tas,; age at time of death,
26 years 7 months; V.C. awarded posthumous 1y
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