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company, and repulsed three hostile on-
slaughts the next day.

Two days later, although the enemy had
broken through on his right flank, he refused
to withdraw and made a most determined
stand, inflicting very heavy losses on the
enemy and gaining valuable time for the
withdrawal of guns. He was ordered by the
senior officer on the spot to hold on " to the
last " in order to enable the brigade to be
extricated. He then led. his company for-
ward in a local counter-attack on his own
initiative, and was again wounded. He was
last seen working a machine gun single-
handed, after having been- wounded a third
time.

No praise can be too high for the gallant
stand made by this company, and Capt.
James, by his dauntless courage and magni-
ficent example, undoubtedly enabled the
'battalion to be withdrawn before being com-
pletely cut off.

'Lt. George Burdon MoKean, Can. Inf.
For most conspicuous bravery and devo-

tion to duty during a raid on the enemy's
trenches.

Lt. McKean's party, which was operating
on the'right flank, was held up at a block in
the communication trench >by most intense
fire from hand grenades and machine guns.
This block, which was too close to our
trenches to have been engaged by the pre-
liminary bombardment, was well protected
by wire and covered by a well protected

•• machine gun 30 yards behind it. Realising
that if this block were not destroyed, the
success of the whole operation might be
maraud, he ran intd the open to the right
flank of the block, and with utter disregard
of danger, leaped over the block head first on
top of the enemy. Whilst lying on the
.ground on top of one of the enemy, another
rushed at him with fixed bayonet; Lt.
McKean shot him through the body and then
shot the enemy underneath him, who was
struggling violently. ' This very gallant
action enabled this position to be captured.
Lt. McKean's supply of ibombs ran out at
this time, and he sent back to our front line
for a fresh supply. Whilst waiting for them
he engaged the enemy single-handed.

When the bombs' arrived, he fearlessly
rushed the second.block, killing two of the
enemy, captured .four others and drove the
remaining garrison, including a hostile
machine-gun section, into a dusr-out. The
dug-out, with its occupants and machine gun,'
was destroyed. .

This officer's splendid bravery and dash
' undoubtedly saved many lives, for had not

this position been captured, the whole of the
raiding party would have been exposed to
dangerous enfilading fire during the with-,
drawal. His leadership at all times has;
been beyond praise.

2nd Lt. Joseph Henry Collin, late R. Lane.
R.

For most conspicuous bravery, devotion to,
•duty and self-sacrifice in action.

After offering a long and gallant resistance.
against heavy odds in the Keep held by his!
platoon, this officer, with only five of his men.

. remaining, slowly withdrew in the face of,
' superior numbers,' contesting every* inch of
the ground. The enemy were pressing him

hard with ibombs and machine-gun fire from
close range. Single-handed 2nd Lt. Collin
attacked the machine gun and team. After
firing his revolver into the enemy, he seized
a Mills grenade and threw it into the hostile
team, putting the gun out of action, killing
four of the team and wounding two others.
Observing .a second hostile machine gun
firing, he took a Lewis gun, and selecting a
high point of vantage on the parapet whence
•he could engage the gun, he. unaided, kept
the enemy at bay until he fell mortally
wounded.

The heroic self-sacrifice of 2nd Lt. Collin
was a magnificent example to all.

T./2nd Lt. John Schofield, late Lanes. Fus.
For most conspicuous bravery and devo-

tion to duty in operations.
2nd Lt. iSchofield led a party of nine men

against a strong point- which was reported
strongly held by the enemy, and was
attacked by about 100 of the enemy with
bombs.

He disposed his men so skilfully, and made
such good use of rifle and Lewis gun fire,
that the enemy took cover in dug-outs. This
officer himself then held up and captured a
party of twenty.

With the help of other parties this position
was then cleared of the enemy, who were all
killed or captured. He then collected the
remainder of his men, made his party up to
ten, and proceeded towards the front line,
previously informing his Commanding
Officer as to the position, and that he was
proceeding to retake the front line. He met
large numbers of the enemy in a communica-
tion trench in front of him and in a drain
on his right and left. His party opened
rapid rifle fire, and he climbed out on to the
parapet under point blank machine-gun fire,
and, by his fearless demeanour and bravery,
forced the enemy to' surrender. As a result,
123 of the enemy, including several officers,
were captured by 2nd Lt. Schofield and his
party.

This very gallant officer was killed a few
minutes later.

2nd Lt. John Crowe, Wore. R.
For most conspicuous bravery, determina-

. tion, .and skilful leading when the enemy,
for the third time having attacked a post in
a village, broke past on to the high ground
and established a machine gun and snipers
in the broken ground at the back of the
village. 2nd Lt. Crowe twice went forward
with two N.C.Os. and seven men to engage
the enemy, both times in face of active
machine-gun fire and sniping. His action was
so daring that on each occasion the enemy
withdrew from the high ground into the
village, where 2nd Lt. Crowe followed them
and himself opened fire upon the enemy as
they collected in the doorways of the houses.

On the second occasion, taking with him
only two men of his party, he attacked two.
enemy "machine guns which were sweeping
the pt»t, killed both the gunners with his
rifle, and prevented any others from reach-
ing the guns and bringing- them in. action
again. He then turned-upon a party of the
enemy who were, lined u-p(in front .of him,
killed several, and the remainder withdrew
at once. He captured both the guns, one of


