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the undermentioned Officers, Non-commis-
sioned Officers and Men, for most conspicuous
bravery: —

Maj. (A./Lt.-Col.) John Sherwood-Kelly,
C.M.G., D.S.O., Norf. R., comd. a Bn., R.
Innis. Fus.

For most conspicuous bravery and fearless
leading when a party of men of another unit
detailed to cover the passage of the canal by
his battalion were held up on the near side
of the'canal by heavy rifle fire directed on
the bridge. Lt.-Col. Sherwood-Kelly at
once ordered covering fire, personally led
the lea-ding company of his battalion across
the canal and, after crossing, reconnoitred
under heavy rifle and machine gun fire the
high ground held by the enemy.

The left flank of his battalion advancing
to- the assault of this objective was held up
by a thick belt of wire, whereupon he crossed
to that flank, and with a Lewis gun team,
forced his way under heavy fire through
obstacles, got the gun into position on the
far side, and covered the advance of his bat-
talion through the wire, thereby enabling
them to capture the position.

Later, he personally led a charge against
some pits from which a heavy fire was being
directed on his men, captured the pits,
together with five machine guns and forty-
six prisoners, and killed a large number of
the enemy.

The great gallantry displayed by this
•officer throughout the day inspired the
.greatest confidence dn his men, and it was
mainly due to his example and devotion to
duty that his battalion was enabled to cap-
ture and hold their objective.

Capt. (A./Maj.) George Randolph Pearkes,
M.C., Can. Mtd. Rif.

For most conspicuous bravery and skilful
handling of the troops under his command
during the capture and consolidation of con-
siderably more than the objectives .allotted to
him, in an attack.

Just prior to the advance Maj. Pearkes
-was wounded in the left thigh. Regardless
•of his wound, he continued to lead his men
with the utmost gallantry, despite many
obstacles.

At a particular stage of the .attack his
further advance was threatened by a strong
point which was an objective of the batta-
lion on his left, but which they had not suc-
ceeded in capturing. Quickly appreciating
the situation, h« captured and held this
point, thus enabling his further advance to
be successfully pushed forward.

It was entirely due to his determination
• and fearless personality that he was able to
maintain his objective with the small num-
ber of men at his command .against repeated
enemy counter-attacks, both his flanks being
unprotected for a considerable depth mean-
while.

His .appreciation of the situation-through-
out and the reports rendered by him were
invaluable to his Commanding Officer in
making dispositions of troops to hold the posi-
tion captured.

He showed throughout a supreme con-
tempt of danger and wonderful 'powers of
control and leading.

Capt. John Fox Russell, M.C., late
R.A.M.C., attd. R.W. Fus.

For most conspicuous bravery displayed in
action until he was killed. Capt. Russell
repeatedly went out to attend the wounded
under murderous fire from snipers and
machine guns, and, in many cases where no
other means were at hand, carried them in
himself, although almost exhausted.

He showed the highest possible degree of
valour.

Lt. (T./Capt.) Robert Gee, M.C., R. Fus.
For most conspicuous bravery, initiative

and determination when an attack by a
strong enemy force pierced our line and cap-
tured a brigade headquarters and ammuni-
tion dump. Capt. Gee finding himself a
prisoner killed one of the enemy with his
spiked stick, and succeeded in escaping. He
then organised a party of the brigade staff
with which he attacked the enemy fiercely,
closely followed and supported by two com-
panies of infantry. By his own personal
bravery and prompt action he, aided by his
orderlies, cleared the locality.

Capt. Gefe established a defensive flank
on the outskirts of the village, then finding
that an enemy machine gun was still in
action, with a revolver in each hand, and,
followed by one man, he rushed and captured
the gun, killing eight of the crew.

At this time he was wounded but refused
to have the wound dressed until he was satis-
fied that the defence was organised.

Lt. (A./Capt.) Christopher Patrick John
O'Kelly, M.C., Can. Inf.

For most conspicuous bravery in an action
in which he led his company with extraordi-
nary skill and determination.

After the original attack had failed and
two companies of his unit had launched a
new attack, Capt. O'Kelly advanced his
command over 1,000 yards under heavy fire
without any artillery barrage, took the
enemy positions on the crest of the hill by
storm, and then personally organised and led
a series of attacks against " Pill-boxes," his
company alone capturing six of them with
100 prisoners and 10 machine guns.

Later • on in the afternoon, under the
leadership of this gallant officer, his com-
pany repelled a strong counter-attack, taking
more prisoners, and subsequently during the
night captured a hostile raiding party con-
sisting of one officer, 10 men and a machine
gun.

The whole of these achievements were
chiefly due to the magnificent courage, daring
and ability of Capt. O'Kelly.

2nd Lt. (T./Lt.-Col.) Philip Eric Bent,
D.S.O., late Leic. Regt.

For most conspicuous bravery, when during
a heavy hostile attack, the right of his own
command and the battalion on his right were
forced back. The situation was critical
owing to the confusion caused by the attack
and the intense.artillery fire. Lt.-Col. Bent
personally collected a platoon that was in
reserve, and together with men from
other companies and various regimental de-
tails, he organised and led them forward to


