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becomne intense at short range, and removed
the guns to safety.

By this time the enemy, in considerable
strength, had driven through the infantry
covering points, and blown up the breach of
the remaining gun. .

Maj. Lumsden then returned, drove off the
enemy, attached the gun to a team and got
it away.

Maj. George Campbell Wheeler, Gurkha
Rifles, Ind. A,

For the most conspicuous bravery and
determination.

This officer, together with one Gurkha
officer and eight men, crossed a river and
immediately rushed the enemy’s trench under
heavy bombing, rifle, machine gun, and
artillery fire.

Having obtained a footing on the river
bank, he was almost immediately afterwards
counter-attacked by a strong enemy party
with bombers. Major Campbell Wheeler at
once led a charge with another officer and
three men, receiving a severe bayonet wound
in the head, but managed, in spite of this,
to disperse the enemy.

This bold action on his part undoubtedly
saved the situation.

In spite of his wouad, he continued to
consolidate hig position.

Capt. Thain Wendell MacDowell, D.8.0.,
Can. Inf. Bn.

For most conspicuous bravery and in-
domitable resolution in face of heavy
machine gun and shell fire.

By his initiative and courage this officer,
with the assistance of two runners, was
enabled, in the face of great difficulties, to
capture two machine guns, besides two
officers and seventy-five men.

Although wounded in the hand, he con-
tinued for five days to hold the position
gained, in spite of heavy shell fire, until
eventually relieved by his battalion.

By his bravery and prompt action he un-
doubtedly succeeded in rounding up a very
strong enemy machine post.

Capt. James Ernest Newlands, Inf. Bn.,
Aus. Imp. Force.

For most conspicuous bravery and devotion
to duty, in the face of heavy odds, on three
separate occasions.

On the first occasion he organised the
attack by his company on a most important

" objective, and led personally, under heavy
fire, 2 bombing attack. He then rallied his
company, which had suffered heavy casual-
ties, and he was one of the first to reach the
objective.

On the following night his company, hold-
ing the captured position, was heavily
counter-attacked. = By personal exertion,
utter disregard of fire, and judicious use of
reserves, he succeeded in dispersing the
enemy and regaining the position.

On a subsequent, cccasion, when the com-
pany on his left was overpowered and his own
company attacked from the rear, he drove off
a combined attack which had developed from
these directions.

These attacks were renewed three or four
times, and it was Capt. Newland’s tenacity
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and disregard for his own safety that
encouraged the men to hold out.

The stand made by this officer was of the
greatest importance, and produced far-
reaching results.

Capt. Oswald Austin Reid, L’pool R., attd.
L.N. Lan. R.

For most conspicuous bravery in the face
of desperate circumstances.

By his dauntless courage and gallant
leadership he was able to consolidate a small
post with the advanced troops, on the
opposite side of a river to the main body,
after his line of communications had been cut
by the sinking of the pontoons.

He maintained this position for thirty
hours against constant attacks by bombs,
machine gun and shell fire, with the full
knowledge that repeated attempts at relief
had failed, and that his ammunition was all
but exhausted. It was greatly due to his
tenacity that the passage of the river was
effected on the following night.

During the operations he was wounded.

Lt. (temp. Capt.) Albert Ball, D.S.0., M.C.,

late Notts. and Derby. R., and R.F.C.

For .most conspicuous and -consistent
bravery from the 25th of April to the 6th of
May, 1917, during. which period Capt. Ball
took part in twenty-six combats in the air
and destroyed eleven hostile aeroplanes,
drove down two out of control, and forced
several others to land.

In these combats Capt. Ball, flying alone,
on one occasion fought six hostile machines,
twice he fought five and once four. When
leading two other British aeroplanes he
attacked an enemy formation of eight. On
each of these occasions he brought down at
least one enemy.

Several times his aeroplane was badly
damaged, once so seriously that but for the
most delicate handling his machine would
have collapsed, as nearly all the control wires
had been shot away. On returning with a
damaged machine he had always to be re-
strained from immediately going out om
another.

In all, Capt. Ball has destroyed forty-three
German aeroplanes and one balloon, and has
always displayed most exceptional courage,
determination and skill.

Lt. Frederick Maurice Watson Harvey,
Can, Force.

For most conspicuous bravery and deve-
tion to duty.

During an attack by his regiment on a
village a party of the enemy ran forward to
a wired trench just in front of the village
and opened rapid rifle and machine gun fire
at a very close range, causing heavy casual-
ties in the leading troop.

At this critical moment, when the enemy
showed no intention whatever of retiring and
fire was still intense, Lt. Harvey, who was
in command of the leading troop, ran for-
ward well ahead of his men and dashed at
the trench, still fully manned, jumped the
wire, shot the machine gunner and captured
the gun.

His most courageous act undoubtedly had
a decisive effect on the success of the opera
tion. ' '



