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WEDNESDAY, 13 FEBEUAEY, 1918.

War Office,
13th February, 1918.

His Majesty the KING has been graciously
pleased to approve of the award of the Vic-
toria Cross to the undermentioned Officers,
Non-commissioned Officer, and Men: —

Capt. (T./Lt.-Col.) Neville Bowes Elliott-
Cooper, D.S.O., M.C., R. Fus.

For' most conspicuous bravery and devo-
tion to duty.

Hearing that the enemy had broken
through our outpost line, he rushed out of
his dug-out, and on seeing them advancing
across the open he mounted the parapet and
dashed forward calling upon the Reserve
Company and details of Battalion Head-
quarters to follow. Absolutely unarmed, he
made straight for the advancing enemy, and
under his direction our men forced them
back 600 yards. While still some forty
yards in front he was severely wounded.

Realising that his men were greatly out-
numbered and .suffering heavy casualties, he
signalled ,to them to withdraw,, regardless of
the fact that he himself must be taken
prisoner.

By his prompt and gallant leading he
gained time for the reserves to move up and
occupy the line of defence.

Lt. Hugh Mackenzie, D.C.M., late Can.
M.G. Corps.

For most conspicuous bravery and leading
when in charge of a section of four machine
guns accompanying the infantry in an
attack.

Seeing that all the officers and most of the
non-commissioned officers of an infantry
company had become casualties, and that
the men were hesitating before a nest of
enemy machine guns, which were on com-
manding ground and causing them severe
casualties, he handed over command of his
guns to an N.C.O., rallied the infantry,
organised an. attack, and captured the strong
point.

Finding that the position was swept by
machine-gun fire from a " pill-box " which
dominated all the ground over which the
troops were advancing, Lt. Mackenzie made
a reconnaissance and detailed flanking and
frontal attacking parties which captured


