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FRIDAY, 27 SEPTEMBER, 1918

War Office.
27th September, 1918,

His Majesty the KING has been graciously

pleased to approve of the award of the Victoria
Cross to the undermentioned Officers, N.C.0.’s
and Man : —

R.

Lt. James Edwaxd Tait, M.C,, late Manitoba

For most conspicuous bravery and initia-
tive in attack. The advance having been
checked by intense machine-gun fire, Lt.
Tait rallied his company and led it forward
with consummate skill and dash under a hail
of bullets. A concealed machine-gun, how-
ever, continued to cause many casualties.
Taking a rifle and: bayonet, Lt. Tait dashed
forward alone and killed the enemy gunner.
Inspired by his example his men rushed the
position, capturing twelve machine-guns and
twenty prisoners. His valorous action cleared
the way for his battalion to advance.

Later when the enemy counter-attacked
our positions under intense artillery bom-
bardment, this gallant officer displayed ouf-
standing courage and leadership, and though
mortally wounded by a shell, continued to
direct and aid his men until his death.

Lt. John Brillant, M.C., late Quebec R.

For mest conspicuous bravery and oub-
standing devotion to duty when in charge of
a company which he led in atfack during two
days with absolute fearlessness and extra-
ordinary ability and imitiative, the extent of
the advance being twelve miles.

On the first day of operations shortly after
the attack had begun, his company left flawrk
was held up by aw enemy machine-gun. L.
Brillant rushed and captured the machine
gun, personally killing two of the enemy
crew. Whilst doing this, he was wounded,
‘but refused to leave his command.

Later on the same day, his company was
‘held up by heavymachine-gun fire. He recon-
noitred the ground personally, organised a
party of two platoons and rushed straight for
the machine-gun nest. Here 150 enemy and
fifteen machine-guns were captured, L.
Brillant personally killing five of the enemy,
and being wounded a second time. He had
this wound dressed immediately, and agaim
refused to leave his Company.

Subsequently this gallant officer detected &
field gun firing on his men over open sights.
Hé immediately organised and led a *‘ rush-
ing ’ party towards the gun. After pro-



