No. 6074 Private A. E. Downton

27th Battalion.
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN DIVISION
FORM C.
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No. | Surname. Christian Names. [ Date.
| |
6.74| DOWNTON | B By 20=8-17
| | 1
Rank. ' Regiment, &ec. | File No.
Privat 27th Battalion, ‘

C/
/L

Orriciar. REPORTS :

ther Informatien: L VA y : .
O ¥o official nctification received, but a letter recelved

from gncther scldier, Frivate K. L:/ O'Carroll, 17th Rfets., 27th Batt,,

dated 26th March, 1917, i whiech he stated that Private Downton was 100

ill tuwrite - wag at the time of writinz in the Fargo Hospital.

Fiis

Inquirer's Name and Address. Itelation.

Mrs. E. M, Downtcn,
High Street, |
QUEENS TOWN,

Instructions :
Cable Commiss ioners.

Call Again Cost of Cable, &c.

YES.
NO.



)& | o Mol 9/
4 2
7

i
At i e A P

o vt Al ol Aisih, A gf,, Sk e

/Mm alrereid” G averh,
/'WWW/ WZ;, Sl Bk = /é /

ried”

M AATER //72—'
2«7 %ﬂ i A e
Wuﬁ‘/ %Mémcvﬂfv/{/é/ﬂ/ / ,,@_é’
%&O‘NA/( Lﬂb””v&/{a A 0hE LM/M

AJ /Wu:ow ';/(_’2?, %f»ﬂ ‘ / e %—/\/z/
el /é a,ﬂ///a/ f#gruw%me/ 2B e ///1 Aanad,

}ﬁjé %’ / Lalslics

rinto DAL T 2ooe
7 Ve s
f%fw % % «gg"‘“ ]/7
g
Ww _



o T A -rﬂ
|

8- 1dier's name. ' 17thZepterber, 1017,

Mre. B. 1. Downton,
High Strest,
Queenato i,
TOUTH AUSTRALIA.

Dear Madam,

ve Lo Lihwe aliove

-t
o

We ape 17 megeint of-vonr leticr welat
soldtes.

Te note thesedn thot you wrote to ne some gix vwegks ago

Sihut anparently thd Tetter went satyey Bs- 1Y Hed nove s -penched this ofrice.

Yo have ‘pecrahed Yhe offidiel ¢mpuelty lists, but can.find
nb mention o f Erivete D:,'mto_'n":.jg name appaasring therein, “rom which
we gafther that vou Yave resgeived no s ficdnl natification of this
goldler'=s 1lIncas. Az arparentlyr his sasuslity 1s unofficial, we would
be glad if you would forwand to us the Jetter reseived by yeu from

his mate, giving rapticulare regarding hls sickness or any orher informa-.

-4ion in rour possession, and on receipt of same, #lwuld Lhe sase warrant

it, we will institute enquiries regarding him.

Awaiting vour merly, Yours Paithfully.
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No. 3524, - 20th Septexber, 1917

Mrg. B. . Towmton,
High Strcet,
Queenstom,
SOUTH ATSTRALIA.

Dear Madar,

No. 8074 Private A. %. Dovmton, 27th Battalion.

e are In receipt of your further letter with enclosure,

- and beg to advise that we -have ineluded your son's name in our

ezble of enouiry to the Oommissioners, Iondon, and will again com-
municate with vou on receint of thelr revly.

Youra 'f‘a, ith®ully,

Honorary Segretary.



I

CCTUFLARAK
SIAZEROSEVERFOUR  DOWNTUN  ELMVE  ILL  TWGHIKENINETHAESE
TAYLOK KACIJEL3EN WQUEDED LATES?  KEFEDATION  STGR
FOURTHNEE ZERO SEVER JOBNS mmz.m RO LANTERNJ AW
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Verco buildings, North Terrace, iDzLAJDR.
ULTussh  4th 1917.
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22nd October, 1917,
. 3528.

- Mrs, B. 11, Downton,
High Stroet,
Queenstom,
SOUTH AUSTRATLIA.

Dear Madam, -

; Ve sre in receint of & cable, dated Tondon, 17th inat.,
from the Red Cross Commissioners in reasponse to our engulry relative
to the above soldier, in which they notify that Private Downton
had regovered suffiecisntly to be transferred to o Convaleseent

Derot on August 730th last.

Yours faithfully,

Honoresey Cearetary.
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11lth December, 1£17.

Mrs. B, ¥. Downton,
Hizh Street,
QUEENSTOWN .,

Dear l7adam,

No, 6074 Private A, B, Downton, 27th Battalion.

Your letter relative to the above soldier is to hand,

Since eour last favordble raport notifyling that Fr.vate
Downton had beesn transferred to & Convalescent Depot, which we for=-
warded to you on tne 22nd October lmst, ne further reports have
reached s, nor has ne been oflicially reported, we can tlersfors
only presume that he has continued 10 prozress. Qur cabies arses 80
very heéavily laden at preseant that we rezret, under the circum-

again

gtances, we are ungble to/finelude this scldier's name, but zg time
goes on &nd you are stiil without news of Tals soldier, if you will
80 advise us and our cables are less heavily uwtilissd we will

endeaver o assigt you.

Yours fdithfully,

Honorary Secretiary.
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2nd Mareh, 1918,

Honerary Seeretary,
Aust-alian Branch
British Rod Cross Seciety,
32 Grosverner Placa,
LONDON, s.W.

Dear Sir,

Ne. 6074 Private A, ¥, Dewnten, 27th Battaliwn.

Ve cabled you en the 4th October lsst re the above, who
Was uncfficially reportcd sick, and you advised by cable that he had

been transferred to¢ o convalescent deret en August 30th, whieh inferrae

tien we forwarded t¢ our cnquirer, the seldier's brother,

Ve are in receipt of a Turther letter from cur Enquir-
er dated 25th February, stating that they are still without letters from
the scldier, and will be glag if you will communica‘e with Private
Dewnton, suggesting that he sheuld write to his brother at High Street,

Queenstown, Seuth Australia, who is mest anxieus net having received a

letter from him for twelve months er mere,
Thanking vev in anticipation,
Yours faithfully,

Eenerary Eecretary,




2nd Mareh, 1918,

Mrs. E. J. Dewnton,
High GStreet,
QUEENSTOWN .,
Dear lNadam,

No. 6074 Private A. R. Dewnton, 27th Battalien.

We beg to acknewledge receipt of your letter of the
25th ult. :
: As advised previeusly this scldier was at a Convalescent

Depet on Ai:gu.st 'SOt_h lagt, and there is, apparently, no reason why he
should not have written. We hnvo-, however, written to our Ceommis-
Biiﬂgf’! requesting them to make enquiries re the seoldier and tc ask him
to write to his brother.

Trusting our efforts will be successful.

Yours faithfuliy,

Honerary Secretary.



SOUTH AUSTRALIAN DIVISION
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No. Surname. Christian Names. Date.
. |
6074 Downton | A, B. 1R /5/18
Rank. ' Regiment, &c. File No.
Private 27th Battalion
OrriciaL REPORTS ;
"Killed in Action 17th April, 1918"
Other Information:
Inquirer's Name and Address. | Relation.
Mrs. E. M. Downton, (Sister) Mr. J. J. Downton, » BROTHER
High Street, High Street, (Pather - Next-
Queenstown, Queenstown, of=kin)
SOUTH AUSTRALTA SOUTH AUSTRALT!

Cable Commissioners for all available particulars relative
to the death and burial of the ahove soldier - Photograph of

Instructions:
Cost of Cable, &c.

grave desired by next-of-kin as above.

Call Again.
YES;
NO.
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27 Aus, Inf: bDownton Pte. A.E, 6074

(K. Apr. 17/18.) Det. D/B.

On April 17th we were 2% Buire outside Amiens and en-
trenched Just outside the o0ld C.C.S5, A shell landed and s
piece of shrapnel hit Uownton right in the heart, killing him
ingtantly. They buried him in & Cemetery Jjust ouiside Buire,
Several of hia Company told me the details. Pte, Downton
belonged to Ds Co.

Eye Witness: lNo,

Descoription: Had been a farm labourer, medium build, very dark
young, single, known as "Bert",

Informant: Pte, V.H. Herring 6094
27 Aus Inf: A.,Co 11 P1,

-Home adiress: 5 Southerm Hospital
Glencoe Bast Fawcett Road, Portsmouth
SeAustralia,

19.,6,18,.

mi.e.m‘.. /./({1( ,2!//0//9



Havwre Rlat June 1918,
&.I.F. 2,. mm AQBI ”".
e 17%h April 1918, Det D/B. i

He was in n-.coi. ¢ome from Alberten, 5. Australie, He was killed
‘on the epot by a ploce of shrapnel from one of our aeroplancs near
lgm. He was struck in the heed, ie wae buried dut I 36 not imow
whnare.

éi
Inf:= Fte L’.G.hﬂ“' To. PB33,

f\.Ip?. "0 Di
HeBe 'Grantully Castle’,

. vy
A



27th A1, 7, Downton Pta, A.T, 6074 D Coy.
iV FPltoe _
(Ko April 17th 1918, Dets. D/B)

"1 gertify that on April 17th 1918 &t Buire Pile., A.E. Dowaton
6074 w=s hit by = splinter from = bomb from an seroplone snd dlied,
He wis buriad on the Alboart Roand,

Crles Tornitech, D Coy., 27th Batin, could pgive 2ll particular

Rye witness: Ho, bul whes carri-d oute.
Deseription: Dark, § ft. 7. nicknsmed "Sert."

Informant: Pte, A.J. Nelson, 2404,
E7th Battne Acleleyg D COYye,
- Kitcheners Hospital, Brighton.

Home cddress: Kenneth St., Port Adelside,
= S - S Australie,

21.6.18.
De Pazakerlqr-!est.

/4, ¢ ae)d



Havre 2End June 1918,

' AeleF¥. 27. Dovwnton A.F. 6074,
K. 17th April 1918. Det D/B.
- Rapant
. This man was with me in the Irench at Brier(?) vhen s German

aseroplane bombed us. Downton was hit by & bowb and killed outright,
He was esrried by 2/Be to the baek of the line. S/B Treager of D.Coy.
(now with the Batin) eould give more informatfon. = Downton eame from

::gtnmm and used to work on the Wherf, single, &ark, madfium, well

Inf:- Ptl 9'&.“11 h. .m.
Australisn Cony. Dapot.

Rﬂ“ll.l.
®  wms,

i | e i
M J.,/B 7‘1“/02_ 3'7.1'8! /r__-(:.r_;q(



pownton FPtee AE. 06074,
D/B.)

27%th Austrelien I1e7e
April 17th 1918 Datss
jeeT Albert

(Ke

ovnton was illed =% Buire-euruUBre
fell shorts"

b of owrs that

w{ romember D
by & bom

on April 174h 1918
b G-I
gre" dark,

Eye witness:
slecn=-shovell, sbout 25

Wyilson 966,
D C0Je X111 Plin.,
Hospitale

Descriﬂtion:
Tnforments Sghte Waller Broughton

27th Ji.I .E:. »

Chrietchurch Red T©roSs

Home cddress: G/o Mrss Gels wilson,
clement's G2P,

grystel Brook

g Australise

24,6418
Tod. LoOTde

.I.’_-1I :II{ :f/'l/'f '_'.(/:’F
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Havre _ 24%h June 1918,

&.I.F. 2?. th ‘.E k. w".

Ee 17th April 19218, Det Dﬂ-

I knew Pte Albert (Bert) Downton of D,Co. Xv 21tn, ho cume from
sdelaide (Romewater) im the 17th to the 27th Reinforcement i1 November
1916, I was right alengise him at Buire Reet Camp sbout the middls
of April 1919 when he wae killed instantly by & howd scoident dropped
from one of our own planes. He is biried near Ribermont, . 414 not
aee the grave but he was buried by men of ow wunit. Ho was & very finme
fellow and the unit were very sorry =t losing him.

Inf:« Fte Ao kolaweon To, 6587,
AeleFg 8% Ds XVs
Australian Camp,
#Aouellen,

%w‘f»{ 2,}/0/!5



27¢h A,I1.7. - Downtom Pto. A.R. 6074,
(K. Apl, 17th 1918, Dets. D/B)

"He was killed by & bomb from Aeroplene. This was ot Buires
He wes buried 4m & cemetery Jjust oif the Albert Rotds 1 imew
him well s8 I used 0 work with him defore we joined up,”

Eye witness:
Description:

Informant: Pte. L. Thoupson 5404
27%h A I.Fe,
Hapebury Hespitel, St. Albans,

Home uddress: HNorthcote S5t.,

: Chicsgo,
Australis.
: 2‘.6-18._ 3
- Albert Hill.

| 10/1€
/@J: / l/ /
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274k Battn. fit R ; DOTNION,

fﬂ‘I‘r‘ : 4 '_ e 4 -
i

"Killed 17-4-1 8"

OCff.D.Companys "Abecut middle cf April, In lines at
Buire nesy Reilway Staticne Hit in he=sd by fragment of saronlane
Bomb. Died witktin 2 mimubes ~ wes ureenecicns, T 814 not see him
Li’iei. I nad te¢ rendef cagnelties rejort of Company. Was bnried

ot Cemegory in Buirs - cvoss mede by Batun }icneers - Christian
nsme Alf, (rnowa ag Da k‘"J.

Informanti= 8/My G.A.EBdseirds, 584,
sh%h Batta.Del0,

_"t‘l}‘:;.‘ . . PA.’.‘:VI‘I'-'I- L]
SLendong ' :

: 5"‘?"18.
HoG As



27th Ae I Fo = Dowmton, Pte Albert. G074,
P, Coy, 15 Pktn.

(Ea 27.4.130 m“: D& 3

"Domiton wam killed incSantaneously Ly an enemy
bomb fren an aaroplang near Buire? on Semme om Avril 17th
1918, I maw big ernve which had hig name ond & eross on
it. le wes buriad by Albert or Amiens Rde™

Pye~witness: Yo, #ola by his Compesgy
Degeription:

Informent: Pie Tesley Curoow, 6061,
EYih £.TFe, DuCoy, 13 Fitn,
Freylingwell Zeospitel,
Chichester.
Home uidress:
Paereville, :
Se Austrslic.

i8%a July 19186,
Txily 3!..3. HG‘M. .’{J".‘(
; "‘; !}f H/IF



27th A.I.F. Downton.?te- AeEe 6074,
. . D Coye 15 FPl.

(K. April 17/18%
Da'tB. D/Be

"Downton was killed by a2 pliece of = homb dropped from
an Air machine. He was buried near Rdghhill drescing station,
Buire, near ilbert. I sew him buried, not sure of dabe,
midile of April."” :

Eyewitness: Yese
Description: Short, darke.

Informant: Ptee Je« HMoloney. 4158e
27th Aesl.Fs Ds 1b.
Cambridgg Hospital,
dershote.
Home =zddress:
163 Halifex S%,
Aﬁ&laidﬁ.
19.7+184
DilNe Bethune.

ot )1
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21at October, 1918

Nov3E29

Mrse £. H. Dowvnton,
-High Btreet,
' Queenaiown,
SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Yo. 6074 Private d. 2, Downlol, 2T74h Battslion

: Our Cormigsioners heve now Torwarded to ps by meil several
reports relstive to the absove spldler, which have been supnlied vo them
by some of hia comrades. Te would adviase that although these statements

have heen carefully tested, we zammot guarantee their absslute RECATA0Y
but forward them on to you inerder that you may have =11 the informstion
that reaches us. A

: Nos« 8094 Private W. H. Herring of the 27th Battzldion,
‘3%ates that on 17th April they were at Buire outside Amiens »nd entrench-
ed- Just outsiic she olc Uasusity Clesrirny Station, whan a shell landed

and 2 piese of shrapnel hit Privaie Downton right on the heapt, £31ling
him instantly. He was buried in the Oemetery jusi outside Buire.

Another soldier, Wo. 5081 Private Weslsy Curnow also
of the 27th Battalion zdvises that your brother-in-law was xilled
instantly by a shell from an enemy asercplane near Pai»e on the Somme
on April 17th laest, Our informant had seen his grave, upon rhich
8 oross had been erected, bearing his name eto.

Yo. 4158 Private J. lMoloney also reports that Private
Rowmmton was killed by 2 plece of a homb from an acronizne. He had
seéen him buried near the Rdgehill Dressing Station, Buire, near Albert.

75 .No. 4785 Private W. R, Papscott states that he and



-2 -

the above soldier were "pals”, and Private Downton waz on the next
listening post to our informant when about 10 a.m. on April 17th
last, the former was killed by an aeroplane. Our informant hcard
ithis from a sergeant in the Battalion, who n2lao told him that Private
Downton was killed instantly, the piece of bhomb pazsing right though
his bodly. Private Tapacott had seen Frivate Dovnton's grave, which
va3 situated on the Bulre side of the Amiens-Albert road just off

the road and close to the Ribemont Aerodrome.

St1ll another report has been supplied by No. 6587 Private
A." 7. Lawson, who advises that he was right alongside Private
Downton at Buire when the latter was killed instantly by & bomb from
an aeroplanc. He was buried by men from the unit, and our informant
apeaka of him as Pollows:- "He was a very fine fellow ani the unit
wan very sorry at losing him."

arlar dnformation has also been supplied by the following:-
No. 2404 ¥Frivate A, J. Welson, No. 5404 Pprivate L. Thompson.,

No. 534 Sergeant Major G, A. Edwards, No. 8340 Private O. A. Wall,
No. 2633 Private L. C. Eatts, No. 958 Sergeant Walter B. Wilson,

a 1 of the 27th Battalion.

=i
F

Should eny fuller details resch us at a later date, we will
again eommunicate witit fou.

Yourg faithully,

Honorary <ecretary.



