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COUNTEROFFENSIVE,
COUNTERATTACK,
AND FINAL OFFENSIVE

Germany launched its last major counteroffensive on
December 16,1944. The attack through the Ardennes had
Antwerp as its objective. The assault pierced American lines
on a 45-mile front. American soldiers’ heroic efforts contained
the shoulders of the salient.

DECEMBER 16-18: Strong resistance by small U.S. units enabled
reinforcements to move into the critical Bastogne sector.

DECEMBER 18-23: At St. Vith, a five-day defense blocked enemy
use of its vital road junctions.

DECEMBER 22: In surrounded Bastogne, Brig. Gen. Anthony
McAuliffe rejected German demands for surrender, famously
responding “Nuts!” Third U.S. Army redirected its forces
northward, counterattacking the southern German flank.

DECEMBER 23: Improved weather enabled U.S. Eighth and Ninth
Air Forces to join the battle, dropping supplies into Bastogne
and interdicting German reinforcements.

DeceMBER 24: The German offensive’s farthest advance reached
Dinant’s outskirts.

DECEMBER 26: Elements of Third Army’s 4th Armored Division
broke through to Bastogne.

JANUARY 3,1945: First U.S. Army, reinforced by British XXX Corps,
counterattacked the northern flank.

JANUARY 13: First and Third Armies linked up at Houffalize.
JANUARY 25: The “Bulge” was erased.

JANUARY 26-MARCH 22: First and Third Armies’ offensives crossed
into Germany. In February, Third Army drove the enemy from
Luxembourg and breached the Siegfried Line. After capturing
Trier, it crossed the Kyll River and reached the Rhine.

MARCH 21: Third Army had cleared the west bank of the Rhine in
its sector. Its surprise assault on March 22 crossed the Rhine at
Oppenheim, a prelude to the final offensive and V-E Day.

General Patton’s Grave
The grave of General George

S. Patton, Jr, commander of

Third U.S. Army, lies between
the two flagpoles in front of
the Memorial and overlooking

the graves area.

The Maps

One of two maps portrays

the Ardennes and Rhineland
campaigns, including “Battle of
the Bulge,” fighting to clear the
west bank of the Rhine, and
crossing the Rhine at Oppenheim.

The Graves Area
The graves area contains the

remains of 5,076 American
military dead, including one
female army nurse, who lost
their lives in the service of
their country.

Useful Information

DIMENSIONS: 50.5 acres
HEADSTONES: 5,076
LATIN CROSSES: 4,958

The Mosaic in the
Chapel Ceiling

The Chapel is inside the
Memorial. The Chapel
ceiling displays a colorful
mosaic depicting the Holy
Spirit as a dove on a cloud
held by four angels.

Layout

A path leads from the entrance gate to the Visitor Building, thence
to the memorial containing the chapel. Here a terrace of paved
stone overlooks the graves area.

STARS OF DAVID: 118
MISSING IN ACTION: 371
UNKNOWNS: 101

Tablets of the Missing I i '§

Two memorial pylons
display the names of
371 Missing in Action.
The remains of these
soldiers and airmen were
never recovered, or rest in
unknown graves.

SETS OF BROTHERS: 22
DEDICATED: July 4,1960

.:n!'ﬁ. and Everlasting Life.

Visitor Building
Here you can meet our
staff, get your questions
answered, and sign the
guest register.

The Entrance

Each of the tall
wrought iron
sections of the
entrance gate
bears gilded

laurel wreaths,
the ancient
award for valor. Gilded eagles surmount
the stone pillars.

The Fountains

Each radial
F mall contains
T ' ahespiedsipe  two fountains

overlooking

three jet pools
on descending

levels. Bronze
dolphins and turtles decorate the pools
symbolizing, respectively, Resurrection
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