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to lead his company against another objec-,

tive, and captured it taking seventy prlsoners,j

and two more machine guns. - :
During the whole attack: the company was

under héavy machine gun fire from the |
flanks, but despite this Capt.. Reynolds kept '

complete control of his men.

ond Lt. - Frederick Birks, la.te Aus Imp
Force.
For most conspicuous bra.very in attack
when accompanied by only -a . corporal, he
rushed a strong point- which, wa$ holding up

the advance. The corporal was wounded by

a bomb, but 2nd Lt. Birks went én by him- |

self killed the remainder of the enemy occu-

pying the position, and ca.pt.uréd a machine

un,

‘Shortly afterwards he orga.msed a small

party and attacked another strong point
which was occupied by about twenty-five of
the enemy, of whom 'many were killed and
an officer and fifteen men captured.

During the coneolidation this officer did
magmﬁcent work in reorganising parties of
" other units which had been _ disorganised
" during the operations.

"By his wonderful -coolness’ and _personal |

bravery 2nd Lt. Birks kept his men ' splen-
did. spirits throughout. ~ .

He was killed at his post by a shell whilst
endeavouring to-extricate -some" of his men
who had been buried by a shell.
2nd Lt Hugh C’olvm, Ches R .

- For most conspicuous bravery in attack.

When all the officers’ of his company

except himself—and all but one in the lead- |.

,.ing..company—had become casualties and
losses, were heavy, he assumed command of
both companies and led them forward undér
heavy mackine gun fire with great dash and
success. He g¢aw the battalion on his right
held up by machine gun fire, and led a
“#iplatoon to their assistance. .
2nd Lt. Colvin then went on with only two
men to a dug-out.
top, he entered it alone a.nd broughb up
fourteen prisoners.
He then proceeded with his two. men to
. another dug-out which had been holding up
- .the attack by rifle and machine gun fire and
< bombs. .- This he reached and, killing or

.~ making, prisoners of the crew, captured ‘the-

-.-machine gun, Being then atbacked from
another dugout - by fifteen of  the enemy

under an officer, one of his men was killed |

..and the other wounded: Seizing a rifle he
. -shot.five of the enemy, and, using another.
. 'as’a _shield, he forced most of the survivore
to surrender This officer cleared several
. ,other dug-outs alone or with one man, taking
_“'about fifty prisoners in all.
La.ter, he ‘consolidated his posﬂnon w1th
. great, sklll ‘and persona.lly wired his front
. under- heavy close range sniping in .broad
) dayhght :whep all others had failed to do so.
."The complete success of the attack in this
xpa.rt of the. line was ma,mly due to 2nd Lt.
T ,Colvm 83 leadershlp and:courage,

.-:*'5 2nd Lt Montagu Shadwor’oh Seymour'

‘> Migore,;Hamp. :R: -
»For: most: conspmuous bra.very in opera-
tions necessitating .a;.fresh attack .on a final
. +objective which had not.been.captured:

L]

“ .- 70 men.

Leaving the men on .

x.e .H‘

2nd Lt. Moore at once volunteered for this
~duty and dashed forward at the head of some _
‘They were met with heavy machine
" gun fire from a flank which caused severe
.casualties, with the result that he arrived at
his objective—some 500 yards on—with only
“a Serjeant and four men. "Nothing daunted,
he at once bombed a large dug-out and took
twenty-eight prisoners, two machine guns
. and a light field gun.
Gradually-rhore officers and men arrived,
to the number of about 60. His position
was entirely isolated as the troops on the
" right had not advanced, but he dug a trench
and repelled bombing attacks throughout the
.night.  The next morning he was forced to-
‘retire a short distance. When opportunity
offered he at once reoccupied his position, re-
armed his men with enemy rifles and bombs,
most of theirs being smashed, and beat off
more than one counter-attack.
2nd Lt. Moore held tais post under con-
tinual shell fire for thirty-six hours until his
force was reduced to ten men, out of six
officers aind 130 men who had started the
" operation. He eventually got away his
wounded, and withdrew - unf er cover of Y
thick mist. ‘
As an example of dashing ga.lla.ntry and
cool determination this young officer’s exploit
would be difficult to surpass

~ No. 75361 C. S /M. Robert Hanna, Can, Inf.
For most conspicuous bravery in attack,’
when his company met with most severe
enemy resistance and all the company officers
became casualties. A strong point, heavily
protected by wire and held by a machine gun,
had beaten off three assaults of the company
with heavy casualties. This Warrant Officer -
under heavy machine gun and rifle fire, coolly
collected a party of men, and leading them
against this strong point, Tushed through the
" wire and personally bayonetted three of the
"enemy and brained the fourth, capturing the
position and silencing the machine gun,
This most courageous action, displayed
courage and personal bravery of the highest

, order at this most critical moment of the

attack, was responsible for the capture
of a most important tactical point, and but
for his . daring action and determined
handling of a desperate situation the attack.
would not have succéeded.

C.8./M. Hanna's outstanding gallantry—
personal courage and determined leading of
his company is deserving of the hlghest pos-
-sible reward.

No. 370995 SJt Alfred ‘Joseph Knight,
Lond. R. (Notbmgha.m), _
. For most conspicuous bravery and devotion
. to duty during the opera.tlons a,gamst the -
- enemy positions,
8jt. Knight did extra.ordmary good work,
. and showed exceptional bravery and 1n1b1&-

- tive. .when his. platoon - was attacking an

enemy. strong poinb, and came under very
.heavy fire from an enemy machine gun. He

" rushed through our own barrage, bayo-

netted the enemy gunner, and. captured the

- - position single-handed. .

Later, twelve, of. . t.he enemy w1th— .
ma.chme gun,. were encountered in & shell-
. hole. He again | rushed forward.by himself.



