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Though wounded, he left the gunner to cor-
rect the stoppage, rushed forward at the
advancing enemy and, with bayonet and
clubbed rifle, single handed, held them back
until he himself was killed by a rifle shot.
By this time however, the Lewis gun was
again in action and reinforcements shortly
afterwards arriving, the enemy were beaten
off.

The valour and devotion to duty displayed
by this non-commissioned Officer gave the
gunner the time required to again get the
gun into action, and saved a most serious
situation.

No. 7708 L./Sjt. John Moyuey, Ir. Gds.
(Rathdowney, Queen's County).

For most conspicuous bravery when in
command of fifteen men forming two ad-
vanced posts. In spite of being surrounded
by the enemy he held his post for ninety-six
hours, having no water and little food. On
the morning of the fifth day a large force of
the enemy advanced to dislodge him. He
ordered his men out of their shell holes, and,
taking the initiative, attacked the advancing
enemy with bombs, while he used his Lewis
gun with great effect from a flank. Finding
himself surrounded by superior numbers, he
led back his men in a charge through the
•enemy, and reached a stream which lay be-
tween the posts and the line. Here he in-
structed his party to cross at once while he
and Pte. Woodcock remained to cover their
retirement.

When the whole of his force had gained
the south-west bank unscathed he himself
crossed under a shower of bombs. It was due
to endurance, 'skill and devotion to duty
shown by this noncommissioned officer that
he was able to bring his entire force safely
but of action.

No. 15092 Cpl. Sidney James Day, Suff. R.
(Norwich).

For most conspicuous bravery.
Cpl. Day was in command of a bombing

section detailed to clear a maze of trenches
still held by the enemy; this he did, killing
two machine gunners and taking four
prisoners. On reaching a point where the
trench had been levelled, he went alone and
bombed his way through' to the left, in order
to gain touch with the neighbouring troops.

Immediately on his return to his section
.a stick bomb fell into a trench occupied by
two officers (one badly wounded) and three
iother ranks.

Cpl .Day seized the bomb and threw it over
"the trench, where it immediately exploded.

This prompt action undoubtedly saved the
lives of those in the trench.

He afterwards completed the clearing of
the trench, and, establishing himself in an
advanced position, remained for sixty-six
hours at his post, which came under intense
iostile shell and rifle grenade fire.

Throughout the whole operations his con-
duct was an inspiration to all.

No. 8614 Pte. (actg. L./Cpl.) Frederick G.
lEoom, R. Ir. Regt. (Bristol).

For .most conspicuous bravery when in
charge of his company stretcher-bearers.
During the day the company had many
•casualties, principally from enemy machine
•guns and snipers. The company was holding

a line1 of shell-holes and short trenches.
L./Cpl. Room worked continuously under in-
tense fire, dressing the wounded and helping
to evacuate them. Throughout this period,
with complete disregard for his own life, he
showed unremitting devotion to his duties.

By his courage and fearlessness he was the
means of saving many of his comrades lives.

No. 226353 Pte. Harry Brown,' late Can.
Inf. Bn.

For most conspicuous bravery, courage and
devotion to duty.

After the capture of a position, the enemy
massed in force and counter-attacked. The
situation became very critical, all wires
being cut. It was of the utmost importance
to get word back to Headquarters. This
soldier and one other were given the message
with" orders to deliver the same at all costs.
The other messenger was killed. Pte. Brown
had his arm shattered, but continued on
through an intense barrage until he arrived
at the close support lines and found an
officer.

He was so spent that he fell down the dug-
out ^steps, but retained consciousness long
enough to hand over hie message, saying,
" Important message." He then became
unconscious, and died in the dressing station
a few hours later.

His devotion to duty was of the highest
possible degree imaginable, and his success-
ful delivery of the message undoubtedly
saved the loss of the position for the time and
prevented many casualties.

No. 17/1280 Pte. William Boynton Butler,
West Yorks. R. (Hunslet, Leeds).

For most conspicuous bravery when in
charge of a Stokes gun in trenches which were
being heavily shelled. Suddenly one of the
fly-off levers of a Stokes shell came off and
fired the shell in the emplacement. Private
Butler picked up the shell and jumped to
the entrance of the emplacement, which at
that moment a party of infantry were pass-
ing. He shouted to them to hurry past as
the shell was going off, and turning round,
placed himself between the party of men
and the live shell and so held it till they were
out of danger. He then threw the shell on
to the parados, and took cover in the bottom
of the trench. The shell exploded almost on
leaving his hand, greatly damaging the
trench. By extreme good luck Private
Butler was contused only. Undoubtedly
his great presence of mind and disregard of
his own life saved the lives of the officer and
men in the emplacement and the party which
was passing at the time.

No. 8387 Pte. Thomas Woodcock, Ir. Gds.
(Wigan, Lancashire).

For most conspicuous bravery and deter-
mination. He was one of a post commanded
by L./Sjt. Moyney which was surrounded.
The post held out for 96 hours, but after
that time was attacked from all sides in over-
whelming numbers and was forced to retire.

Pte. Woodcock covered the retirement
with a Lewis gun, and only retired when the
enemy had moved round and up to his post
and were only a few yards away. He then
crossed the river, but hearing cries for help
behind him, returned and waded into the
stream amid a shower of bombs from the


