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fused aid, and dragged himself to a shell-
hole, from which he could observe. Realis-
ing that his exhausted troops could advance
no further he established a strong line of
defence and thereby prevented the loss of
most important ground. Despite intense
pain and serious loss of blood he refused to be
evacuated for over five hours, by which time
he had established the line in a position from
which it was possible for the relieving troops
to continue the advance.

It is impossible to overestimate the results
achieved by the valour and leadership of this
officer.

Maj. (T./Lt.-Col.) Daniel Burges, D.S.O.-,
Glouc. R., Commanding 7th (S) Bn., S. Wales
Bord.

For most conspicuous bravery, skilful
leading and devotion to duty in the opera-
tions at Jumeaux (Balkans) on the 18th Sep-
tember. 1918. His valuable reconnaissance
of the enemy first line trenches enabled him
to bring his battalion without casualties to
the assembly point, and from thence he main-
tained direction with great skill, though
every known landmark was completely ob-
scured by smoke and dust. When still some
distance from its objective the battalion
came under sevsre machine-gun fire which
caused many casualties amongst company
leaders. Lit.-Col. Burges, though himself
wounded, quite regardless of his own safety,
kept moving to and fro through his com-
mand, encouraging his men and assisting
them to maintain formation and direction.
Finally, as they iieared the enemy's posi-
tion, he led them forward through a deci-
mating fire until he was again hit twice and
fell unconscious.

His coolness and personal courage were
most marked throughout and afforded a mag-

• nificent example to all ranks.

Capt. (A./Lt.-Col ) Bernard William Vann,
M.C., late I/8th Bn., attd. I/6th Bn., Notts.
& Derby. R. (T.F.).

For most conspicuous bravery, devotion to
duty and fine leadership during the attack
at Bellenglise and Lehaucourt on Septem-
ber 29th, 1918.

He led his battalion with great skill across
the Canal Du Nord through a very thick fog
and under heavy fire from field and machine
guns.

On reaching the high ground above Bell-
englise the whole attack was held up by fire
of all descriptions from the front and right
flank.

Realising that everything depended on the
advance going forward with the barrage,
Col. Vann rushed up to the firing line and
with the greatest gallantry led the line for-
ward. By his prompt action and absolute
contempt for danger the whole situation was
changed, the men were encouraged and the
line swept forward.

Later, he rushed a field-gun single-handed
and knocked out three of the detachment.
The success of the day was in no small degree
due to the splendid gallantry and fine leader-
ship displayed by this officer.

Lt.-Col. Vann, who had on all occasions set
the highest example: of valour, was killed near
Ramicourt on 3rd October, 1918, when lead-
ing his battalion in attack.

Capt. Bellenden Seymour Hutcheson, Can.
A. Med. Corps, attd. 75th Bn., 1st Central
Ontario R.

For most conspicuous bravery and devo-
tion to duty on September 2nd, when under
most intense shell, machine-gun and rifle
fire, he went through the Queant-Drocourt
Support Line with the battalion. Without
hesitation and with utter disregard of per-
sonal safety he remained on the field until
every wounded man had been attended to.
He dressed the wounds of a seriously
wounded officer under terrific machine-gun-
and shell fire, and, with the assistance of
prisoners and of his own men, succeeded in
evacuating him to safety, despite the fact
that the bearer party suffered heavy casual-
ties.

Immediately afterwards .he rushed for-
ward, in full view of the enemy, under heavy
machine-gun and rifle fire, to tend a
wounded serjeant, and, having • placed him
in a shell-hole, dressed his wounds. Cap-
tain Hutcheson performed many similar
gallant acts, and, by his coolness and devo-
tion to duty, many lives were saved.

Lt. David Stuart McGregor, late 6th Bn.,
R. Scots (T.F.), and 29th Bn., M.G. Corps.

For most conspicuous bravery and devo-
tion to duty near Hoogmolen on 22nd of
October, 1918, when in command of a sec-
tion of machine guns attached to the right
flank platoon of the assaulting battalion.

Immediately the troops advanced they
were subjected to intense enfilade machine-
gun fire from Hill 66 on the right flank.
Lt. McGregor fearlessly went forward and
located the enemy guns, and realised that
it was impossible to get his guns carried
forward either by pack or by hand without
great delay, as the ground was absolutely
bare and fire-swept. Ordering his men to
follow by a more covered route, he mounted
the limber and galloped forward under in-
tense fire for about 600 yards to cover.

The driver, horses and limber were all hit,
but Lt. McGregor succeeded in getting the
guns into action, effectively engaging the
enemy, subduing their fire and enabling
the advance to be resumed. With the utmost
gallantry he continued to expose himself
in order to direct and control the fire of his
guns, until, about an hour later, he was
killed. His great gallantry and supreme
devotion to duty were the admiration of all
ranks.

Lt. John Cridlau. Barrett, I/5th Bn., Leic.
R. (T.F.).

For most conspicuous bravery and devo-
tion to duty on the 24th September, 1918,
during the attack on Pontruet. Owing to
.the darkness and smoke barrage a consider-
able number of men lost direction, and Lt.
Barrett found himself advancing towards
Forgan's Trench—a trench of great strength,
containing numerous machine guns. With-
out hesitation he collected all available men
and charged the nearest group of machine
guns, being wounded on the way. In spite
of this, he gained the trench and vigorously
attacked the garrison, personally disposing
of two machine guns • and inflicting many
casualties.


