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Air Ministry, 23rd March, 1045.

The KING has been graciously pleased to
confer the VICTORIA CROSS on the under-
mentioned officer in recognition of most con-
spicuous bravery:—

Acting Squadron Leader Robert Anthony
Maurice = PALMER, D.F.C. (115772),
R.AF.V.R., 109 Squadron (Missing).

This officer has completed 110 bombing
missions. Most of them involved deep
penetration of heavily defended territory;
many were low-level “‘ marking *’ operations
against vital targets; all were executed with
tenacity, high courage and great accuracy.

He first went on operations in January,
1941. He took part in the first 1,000 bomber
raid against Cologne in 1942. He was one
of the first pilots to drop a 4,000 lb. bomb on
the Reich. It was known that he could be
relied on to press home his attack whatever
the opposition and to bomb with great

accuracy. He was always selected, therefore,’

to take part in special operations against
vital targets.

The finest example of his courage and
determination was on 23rd December, 1944,
when he led a formation of Lancasters to
attack the marshalling yards at Cologne in
daylight. He had the task of marking the
target and his formation had been ordered
to bomb as soon as the bombs had gone from
his, the leading aircraft.

The leader’s duties during the final bomb-
ing run were exacting and demanded coolness
and resolution. To achieve accuracy he
would have to fly at an exact height and air
speed on a steady course, regardless of
opposition. .

Some minutes before the target was
reached, his aircraft came under heavy anti-
aircraft fire, shells burst all around, two
engines were set on fire and there were flames
and smoke in the nose and in the bomb bay.

Enemy fighters now attacked in force.
Squadron Leader Palmer disdained the

~.

possibility of taking avoiding action. He
knew that if he diverged the least bit from
his course, he would be unable to utilise the
special equipment to the best advantage. He
was determined to complete the run and pro-
vide an accurate and easily seen aiming-point
for the other bombers. He ignored the
double risk of fire and explosion in his air-
craft and kept on. With its engines develop-
ing unequal power, an immense effort was
needed to keep the damaged aircraft on a
straight course. Nevertheless, he made a
perfect approach and his bombs hit the
target. '

His aircraft was last seen spiralling to earth
in flames. Such was the strength of the
opposition that more than half of his forma-
tion failed to return.

Squadron Leader Palmer was an outstand-
ing pilot. He displayed conspicuous bravery.
His record of prolonged and heroic endeavour
is beyond praise.

CENTRAL CHANCERY OF THE ORDERS
OF KNIGHTHOOD.

St. James's Palace, S.W.1,
‘ 23rd March, 1945.

The KING has been graciously pleased to approve

the award of the British Empire Medal (Military
Division) to the undermentioned : —

1601271 Sergeant Richard Peter Sutton, Royal Air

Force Volunteer Reserve.

One night in February, 1943, Sergeant Sutton
was the mid-upper gunner of a Lancaster aircraft
engaged in an attack on Turin. During the return
flight engine trouble developed. The aircraft
crashed in the French Alps, and the pilot was
thrown out of the aircraft. The wreckage caught

- fire and burned furiously. Sergeant Sutton suc-
. ceeded in rescuing one member of the crew how-

ever and then, despite the heat and exploding
fuel tanks, he entered the aircraft, clambered over
the main spar to the pilot’s cockpit and dragged
out the unconscions wireless operator. Sergeant
Sutton displayed great courage and disregard of
his own safety and undoubtedly saved the lives
of two of his companions.



