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War Office, 8th March, 1945.

The KING has been graciously pleased to
approve the posthumous award of the
VICTORIA CROSS to: —

No. 11006144 Lance-Corporal Henry Eric
Harden, Royal Army Medical Corps. (North-
fleet, Kent). )

In North-West Europe on the 23rd
January, 1945, the leading section of 'a Royal
Marine Commando Troop was pinned to the
ground by intense enemy machine gun fire
from well concealed positions. As it was
impossible to engage the enemy from the
open owing to lack of cover, the section was
ordered to make for some near-by houses.
This move was accomplished, but one officer
and three other rank casualties were left
lying in the open.

The whole Troop position was under con-
tinuous heavy and accurate shell and mortar
fire. Lance-Corporal Harden, the R.A.M.C.
orderly attached to the Troop, at once went
forward, a distance of 120 yards, into the
open under a hail of enemy machine gun and
rifle fire directed from four positions, all
within 300 yards, and with the greatest
coolness and bravery remained in the open
while he attended to the four casualties.
After dressing the wounds of three of them,
he carried one of them back to cover. Lance-
Corporal Harden was then -ordered not to go
forward again and an attempt was made to
bring in the other casualties with the aid of
tanks, but this proved unsuccessful owing to
the heavy and accurate fire of enemy anti-
tank guns. A further attempt was then made
to recover the casualties under a smoke
screen, but this only increased the enemy fire
in the vicinity of the casnalties.

Lance-Corporal Harden then insisted on
going forward again, with a volunteer
stretcher party, and succeeded in bringing
back another badly wounded man.

Lance-Corporal Harden went out a third
time, again with a stretcher party, and after
starting on the return journey with the
wounded officer, under very heavy enemy

- small arms and mortar fire, he was killed.

Throughout this long mperiod Lance-
Corporal Harden displayed superb devotion
to duty and personal courage of the very
highest order, and there is no doubt that it
had a most steadying effect upon the other
troops in the area at a most critical time.
His action was directly responsible for saving
the lives of the wounded brought in. His
complete contempt for all personal danger,
and the magnificent example he set of cool
courage and determination to continue with
his work, whatever the odds, was an inspira-
tion to his comrades, and will never be
forgotten by those who saw it.

CENTRAL CHANCERY OF THE ORDERS
OF KNIGHTHOOD.

St. James's Palace, S.W.1.
8th March, 1945.

The KING thas been graciously pleased, on the
advice of His Majesty’s Australian Ministers, to give
orders for the following appointments to the Most
Honourable Order of the Bath, in recognition of
gallall;:t and distinguished services in the South West
Pacific:— ;

‘To be Additional Members of the Milhtary Division

of the Third Class, or Companions, of the said
Most Honourable Order.—

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES.

Licutenant-Geperal Frank  Horton Berryman,
.C.B.E., D.S.0. (VX 20308).
Major-General (temporary) George  Frederick

Wootten, C.B.E., D.S.0. (NX 7).

.CENTRA.L CHANCERY OF THE ORDERS
'OF KNIGHTHOOD.

'St. James’s Palace, S.W.1.
8th March, 1945.

The KING has been graciously pleased, on the
advice of His Majesty’s Australian Ministers, to give

-orders for the following promotion in, and appoint-

ments to, the Most Excellent Order of the British

Empire, in recognition of gallant and distinguished

services in the South West Pacific-—

To be Additional Commanders of the Military Division
of the said Most Excellent Order.—

" AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES.
Colonel Frank Howard Beare, E.D. (SX 4844).
Colonel John Colquhoun Belisario, O.B.E.

35034).
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